Threats of Lawsuits Increasing by Bellicose Organization





An Organization claiming to fight elder abuse has recently set out in a major camping to intimidate former members into silence. This has been taken as an infringement into First Amendment rights. 

 

William Roberts a former member is being threatened with "Be advised it is a violation of our Terms of Service and Acceptable Use Policy to use our service to email threatening, abusive, obscene, hateful, illegal, or otherwise objectionable material." numerous complaints and threats of a lawsuit have been lodged against the former member. 

 

Janet Phelan a strong elder rights advocate, also a former member has been threatened and is not taking this lightly. "I am going into syndication, with what appears to be in the ballpark of one hundred twenty-five stations to carry my show. Your continuing behavior will be discussed, widely, publicly and repeatedly. 

Lotsa luck in your continued efforts to squash the First Amendment. 

You're going to need it." 

 

Janet Phelan 

 

Other former members threatened include former founder president and author Robin Westmiller, it seems the Org. does not take to members having  their own opinions or leaving the org once they join. 

As of lately ElderAbuseHelp.Org has been in the sights of the Org. and is also being threatened and ordered to "Cease and Desist." 

Anyone receiving a letter like this consult with a lawyer if possible, including a group like Public Citizen that defends consumers against abusive copyright claims. 

Of course, if you don't have a public interest group defending you for free, it can be expensive and time consuming to defend against a copyright suit in court. On the other hand, I wouldn't take the threats at face value either. 

 

This kind of threat succeeds because it depends on fear to induce people to settle even when they have done nothing wrong. But it is also doubtful that the Org would want to invest the resources in a lawsuit against an innocent purchaser when it stands to gain only a few hundred dollars. 

 

There is good reason to take a principled stand against baseless copyright threats." 

Readers who face an abusive copyright claim can contact Public Citizen by e-mailing litigation@citizen.org. And, while I can't give you any legal help, anyone facing a similar situation should write me as well at Foster@gripe2ed.com 

